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FREE—Take One!
 

Melissa Even selected as Executive Director 

 I am honored to be selected your new Executive Director.  I have been a resi-
dent of Monroe for over 20 years and have embraced Monroe from the begin-
ning.  I always had a desire to make Monroe a strong community. I found 
many career opportunities in Monroe that developed my talents and skills. 
Each opportunity building towards the next. I look forward to building upon an 
already strong business community. My experience and skills will help provide 
visionary leadership and strategic direction for the Chamber under the guiding 
principles of promoting, advocating, connecting, and educating our local busi-
nesses and community. 

I bring a diverse background and a wide range of talents and experiences to 
the Chamber.  Most recently, I served as a Career Specialist in the Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) program where I worked to integrate 
the state’s workforce and talent development systems to  serve both employ-
ers and job seekers.  I successfully  connect partner programs within the 
Southwest Wisconsin Workforce Development community.  Prior to this posi-
ton, I held several positions with TDS Telecom where I  developed my strong 
customer service background.  

Additionally, I have been involved in several 
community groups and activities. I currently 
serve on the Board of Directors for the Liter-
acy Council of Green County LTD as Presi-
dent.  Raising my children in Monroe provid-
ed plenty of opportunities to stay involved. 
Alex and Jalen Capesius are my children. I 
am proud of the adults they have become. 
Raising them in Monroe attributed to their 
character. 

Have a wonderful day-Melissa  
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August 4 – 6, 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monroe has a new distinction to celebrate:  We’re 
home to the largest women farmer run tour event in 
the county:  Soil Sisters: A Celebration of Wisconsin 
Farms and Rural Life.  For three days and with five 
unique components and involving more than twenty 
farms, the Soil Sisters event celebrates Wisconsin’s 
family farms and rural life in and around the farming 
communities of Monroe along with Brodhead, New 
Glarus, Brooklyn and Blanchardville from August 4 to 
6, 2017.  

This annual event, now in its sixth year, falls during 
“Wisconsin Women in Sustainable and Organic Agri-
culture Week” from July 31 to August 6, an official 
proclamation by Governor Walker made on the re-
quest of these women farmers in our area to show-
case the growth and impact of this movement in Wis-
consin.  Women represent approximately 11 percent 
of primary operators on all farms in Wisconsin, a 
higher number than neighboring Midwest states. 
Wisconsin has 1,180 organic farms, second in the 

country to California. Soil Sisters offers an immersive 
farming and culinary experience, led by local Wis-
consin women, the “soil sisters.” They’re committed 
to growing healthy, fresh produce, raising animals for 
meats, dairy or fiber, hand-crafting artisanal food 
products, or making other items on the farm. 

From heirloom tomatoes to pickles, sheep to solar 
energy, farm-stay bed & breakfasts to beef, the farm-
ers and artisan food producers share a unique diver-
sity of farm experiences showcasing the summer’s 
bounty. Choose from a variety of activities, including 
a Farm to Table Dinner at Dorothy’s Range, Taste of 
Place culinary event at Cow & Quince, a Pizza on 
the Farm fundraiser held at Inn Serendipity, plentiful 
on-farm workshops, plus area restaurants featuring 
specials throughout the weekend. For the on-farm 
workshops, participants can preserve the harvest, 
make some cheese, paint some barn board art, or 
just relax on a tree swing. There’s something for eve-
ryone. 

The Soil Sisters event is a weekend celebration that 
includes:  

• Green Acres: In Her Boots, a day long, hands-on 
program for aspiring women farmers. Facilitated by 
the Midwest Organic & Sustainable Education Ser-
vice (MOSES); Friday, August 4; 10am – 3pm; ticket-
ed event.  

• Green Acres Workshops: On-farm, hands-on fun 
and educational workshops; Friday, August 4 
through Sunday, August 6 at various times and loca-
tions; ticketed events.  

Celebrate Wisconsin Women in Organic Agriculture Week with SOIL SISTERS  
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PIZZA COUPON 

$2 OFF Any Large Pizza 

$1 OFF Any Medium Pizza 

One coupon per pizza-Not valid with other coupons 

EAT IN OR CARRYOUT—325-3220 

Free City Delivery-Med. & Large-5 to 10pm 

Open Tues-Sat 9 am-4 pm 

Sunday 11 am-4 pm 

May 1 - October 31 

 

“…an undiscovered gem!” 

National Historic  
Cheesemaking Center 

 Home of the Green County  

Welcome  Center 

2108 6th Ave.  Monroe, WI       (608) 325-4636 

JOIN NOW! 
      2205 21st Street 
  Monroe, WI  53566 

 Call:  (608) 325-3157    
(608) 325-3150 

 

700 8th Avenue, Monroe  
The Best in Independent 

Retirement Living                             
(608) 329-4400  

 

Soil Sisters Cont: 
 Tour of Farms: Farmstands are 

open at numerous farms, sharing 
eggs, fresh produce, cut flowers 
and hand-crafted items; tours 
throughout the day with some 
farms offering special demonstra-
tions or activities. Sunday, August 
6; 11am – 6pm; free event.  

 Dine Fine: Numerous participating 
restaurants feature menu specials. 
Friday, August 4 — Sunday, Au-
gust 6; specials vary by participat-
ing area restaurants.  

“Come meet your farmers and learn 
about local, seasonal food and how we 
can all transform what’s on our plate,” 
explains Lisa Kivirist, coordinator of the 
Soil Sisters weekend, a venture of the 
Wisconsin Farmers Union Foundation, 
the Midwest Organic & Sustainable 
Education Service and Renewing the 
Countryside.  

 

Over a dozen area women-owned 
farms will be leading this event, includ-
ing: 

 Monroe:  Katy Dickson of Christen-
sen Farm, Teresa Joranlien of 
Hawk’s Mill Winery, Lisa Kivirist of 
Inn Serendipity Farm and B&B. 

 Brodhead:   Dela Ends of Scotch 
Hill Farm, Jen Riemer of Riemer 
Family Farm,  

 Lauren Rudersdorf of Raleigh’s 
Hillside Farm, Beth Wright of Win-
terfell Acres. 

 New Glarus & Monticello:  Linda 
Derrickson of Bluffwood Landing, 
Lori Stern & LeAnn Powers of Cow 
& Quince and Lucky Dog Farm-
stay. 

 Albany:  Anna Landmark and Anna 
Thomas Bates of Landmark 
Creamery 

 Blanchardville:  April Prusia of Dor-
othy’s Range, Kriss Marion of Cir-
cle M Farm, Bethany Storm of The 
Little Red Homestead. 

 

For more information, visit 
www.soilsisterswi.org or call Lisa Ki-
virist at 608-329-7056. SOIL SISTERS 
is made possible by the Wisconsin 
Farmers Union Foundation, Midwest 
Organic and Sustainable Education 
Service and Renewing the Country-
side. Additional sponsors and media 
partners include Edible Madison, 
Green County Tourism, Monroe Cham-
ber of Commerce and Emmi Roth 
USA.  
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A Life with Paint - Exhibit by Kay Kittell 
Monroe Arts Center - 1315 11th Street 
Monroe 

8/1/2017 - 8/11/2017 

Gallery open Tuesday thru Saturday 10 am - 5 pm. 
608.325.5700 

www.monroeartscenter.com 

 

Golf Outing and Dinner with the Ducks 

Monroe Country Club 

Monroe 

8/1/2017 

11 am - 7:30 pm 

608.324.2868 

www.monroeclinic.org/foundation 

 

Monroe Farmers Market 
Downtown Square, 1016 - 16th Ave. 
Monroe 

8/2/2017 

608.328.4023 

mainstreetmonroe.org 

Through October 21: Wednesday afternoon 1 - 5:30 
pm and Saturday morning 8 am - 1 pm 

 

Maxwell Street Days 

Downtown Square 

Monroe 

8/4/2017 - 8/5/2017 

Friday 9 - 5, Saturday 9 - 4 

608.328.4023 

downtownmonroewisconsin.org 

Downtown merchants bring their wares to the side-
walks with special sales and bargains. 
Karaoke Night 
Leisure Lanes, 2308 - 6th Ave. Monroe 

8/5/2017 

8 pm 

608.328.8135 

www.leisurelanesmonroe.com 

Karaoke with Sam 

.Live Music at Turner Hall 
Turner Hall 
Monroe 

8/6/2017 1-5 pm 

608.325.3461 

turnerhallofmonroe.org 

Zweifel Brothers. 
 

Monroe Clinic Gallery Exhibit 
Monroe Clinic Hospital 
Monroe 

8/10/2017 - 11/3/2017 

608.325.5700 

www.monroeartscenter.com 

Exhibit by Jennifer Rikkers (Sacred Intuition) of the 
Driftless Area Artists (Inspirations Unleashed). 
OPENING RECEPTION: Thursday, August 10, 2017 
4:30 pm to 6:00 pm Gallery Talk: 5:15 pm. 
The Art of Healing - MAC Gallery at Monore Clinic 

Monroe Clinic Hospital, 515 - 22nd Ave.Monroe 

8/10/2017 

 

608.325.5700 

www.monroeartscenter.com 

MAC Galleries at Monroe Clinic - The Monroe Arts 
Center and Monroe Clinic have partnered to provide 
patients, visitors, and staff with quarterly exhibitions 
in four gallery spaces in the new Clinic building. This 
is not only an enrichment of the visual experience 
thus creating a healthier environment, but these 
exhibitions bring local artists and the community 
together. This exhibit features the work of Jennifer 
Rikkers and the Driftless Area Artists. Gallery talk on 

News/Events Around the Area 

Concert on the Square 

Downtown Square, 1016 - 16th Ave. 
Monroe 

8/11/2017 

6:30 pm 

608.328.4023 

www.mainstreetmonroe.org 

Music with COOKIE AND THE REAL DEAL!  
 

Gypsy 

Monroe Theatre Guild, 910 16th Ave 

Monroe 

8/11/2017 - 8/13/2017 

Fri-Sat 7:30 pm; Sunday 2 pm 

608.325.1111 

www.monroetheatre.com 

 

Tour de Cheese 

Monroe 

8/12/2017 

608.325.7855 

bbbsgreencounty.org 

The Tour de Cheese is an exciting bike ride through 
the beautiful rolling hills of Green County benefitting 
Big Brothers Big Sisters. Throughout the challenging 
ride, there are rest stops at some of Green County's 
finest cheese factories. Info: skaszuba@tds.net. 
 

Squeezebox Night 
Turner Hall - 1217 17th Ave. 
Monroe 

8/15/2017 

6 PM 

608.325.3461 

turnerhallofmonroe.org 

Accordion jam. Third Tuesday of every month. 
 

Wisconsin Farm to Table Dinner 
8/19/2017 

www.wifarmtotable.com 

An elegant dinner will be hosted in the rolling pastures 
of Voegeli Farms, Inc., a dairy farm situated between 
Monticello and New Glarus, Wisconsin To secure 
dinner tickets and for more information, visit 
www.wifarmtotable .com, call event contact Kari Kuehl 
at (262) 203-4016, or email wifarmtotable@gmail.com. 
 

 Concert on the Square 

Downtown Square, 1016 - 16th Ave. 
Monroe 

8/24/2017 

6:30 pm 

608.328.4023 

www.mainstreetmonroe.org 

Music with COREY COX!  
 

Cars on the Square 

Monroe 

8/25/2017 

608.328.4023 

mainstreetmonroe.org 

Classic car show in Downtown Monroe. Sponsored by 
Main Street Monroe. 
 

F A I T H Addiction Awareness Run & Walk 

Monroe Clinic, 515 - 22nd Ave. 
Monroe 

8/26/2017 

Registration 7:30 am, Race 9 am 

608.328.2832 

http://faithgreencounty.wix.com/addictionawareness 

5 K Run and 2 Mile Walk. Jackie Kundert 
608.328.2832. 

shgfuneralhome@tds.net 
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Al Rufer 
2017 MCCI President 
Precision Drive & Control 
 

Tim Wolff 
2017 Vice President 
Colony Brands 

 

Adam Bansley 

2017 Treasurer 
Empire Media 

 

Gary Olson 

2017 MCCI Past President 
Minhas Brewery 

 

Erin Daniels  
Monroe Clinic 

 

Gerald (Fuzzy) Karlen 

Fuzzy’s Audio & Video 

 

Joe Klein 

Bank of New Glarus 

 

Jeff Maliszewski 
First Weber Hedeman Group 

 

Lynn Molinaro 

Dairy Queen 

 

Phil Vosberg 

International Ingredients 

 

Michael Boyce 

Monroe City Council Rep 

 

  
             STAFF   
Melissa Even 

Executive Director 
 

Mary Lou Campbell 
Administrative Assistant 

2017 

MCCI BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS 

August Chamber Happenings 

 

Business After Five 

Thursday August 10th 

4:30-7:00 

Precision Drive & Control 
1065 5th Avenue 

Monroe, WI 53566 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Precision Drive & Control is celebrating 40 years of service and we 
want you to be a part of the fun. Take a tour of our campus includ-
ing: our new corporate facility that houses Administration, Electrical 
Construction, Automation, and A-1 Electric offices. Learn how each 
of our divisions operates. Then enjoy refreshments and network-
ing. You will even get a chance to win door prizes. We hope to see 
you there! 
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Thinking of expanding or relocating your business?   

Monroe, WI—Vintage America is the right place.   

Land is currently available in our industrial parks for as little as 
$1.00 an acre for eligible projects.   

For more information call Martin Shanks @ 608-329-2521 

 

Badgerland Financial becomes Compeer  Financial  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Farm Credit Services, AgStar Financial Services 
and Badgerland Financial joined together as Com-
peer Financial.™ The merger was voted on and ap-
proved by the membership and Board of Directors of 
each organization and received final regulatory ap-
proval from the Farm Credit Administration. “The 
merger of these three highly successful organiza-
tions strengthens our commitment to the agricultural 
and rural communities we serve,” says Rod Hebrink, 
Compeer Financial president and chief executive of-
ficer. “Our name, Compeer Financial, means 
“together with equals” and speaks to the way we’re 
moving forward—as a unified cooperative that’s 
committed to the success of our clients, team mem-
bers and rural America. We’re excited about the op-
portunities ahead.” Compeer Financial leverages the 
strengths of the original organizations, while provid-
ing expanded capital to help Compeer Financial in-
vest in technology and other resources to support its 
clients. “Our clients across the entire geography of 
our new organization now have the opportunity to 
benefit from the resources and broad expertise of 
our teams to help them realize their dreams,” says 
Paul Kohls, Compeer Financial chief lending opera-
tions officer and general counsel. The fusion of the 
three organizations also creates a more diverse port-
folio that will generate additional stability for Com-
peer Financial, its member-owners and clients. Fur-
ther, the merger better enables the organization to 
share its earnings with member-owners through its 
cash patronage program. “Our allegiance to our cli-
ents and communities does not change,” adds He-
brink. “They can count on the same excellent service 
and commitment from our dedicated team of profes-
sionals they’ve come to expect. Ultimately, the union 
between these three cooperatives will provide us 
with expanded breadth to better serve client needs—
to champion their hopes and dreams.” “That’s at the 
core of an organization that measures its success 
with client relationships not in years, but in genera-
tions,” says Matt Ginder, Compeer Financial chief 
core markets officer.  

ONE PERCENT OF NET EARNINGS PLEDGED TO 
CORPORATE GIVING Compeer Financial is 
pleased to announce it will build on the firm founda-
tion of community service begun by its legacy organi-
zations of 1st Farm Credit, AgStar Financial and 
Badgerland Financial. “The Compeer Financial 
Board of Directors has pledged to donate 1 percent 
of net earnings per year as part of its commitment to 
corporate giving,” says John Monson, Compeer Fi-
nancial chief mission and marketing officer. “This 
commitment helps us provide even more opportuni-
ties and additional investments into rural communi-
ties and agriculture.” The Compeer Financial com-
mitment to corporate giving will continue the strong 
tradition of supporting agriculture and rural America, 
and is likely to include: 
 • Local and state FFA and 4-H programs 

 • Scholarships 

 • Local and regional food bank donations 

 • County, regional and state fairs 

 • Local, regional and state agricultural organizations 

 • Disaster relief  
• Community support 
 In addition, Compeer Financial encourages its team 
members to actively support these efforts with their 
time. “Each legacy organization had been generous 
within the communities they serve and we are ex-
tremely pleased to carry on this important work,” 
says Monson. “We’re in partnership with our clients, 
and our giving pledge is one more way to share their 
vision for the future and support their needs.” “The 
giving commitment underscores Compeer Financial’s 
mission as a client-focused, community and ag-

oriented financial partner that serves to champion 
the hopes and dreams of rural America,” explains 
Hebrink. “Our goals are to support our communities 
and help make them a great place to live and do 
business while providing personalized service tai-
lored to the needs of individual clients,” he adds.  
Compeer Financial is the third largest cooperative of 
the Farm Credit System, a nationwide network of 
lending institutions supporting agriculture and rural 
communities with reliable, consistent credit and fi-
nancial services. For more information about Com-
peer Financial, visit Compeer.com. 
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“Your Hospitality  
Professionals”                    

6th Street                           
& Hwy 69 

328-3444 325-1500 

127 W. 8th Street, Monroe WI 608-325-2111 

 9th Annual Chamber Golf Outing!  

Welcome Our New Members  

Your  wait is over! Our 9th Annual Monroe Chamber of Commerce Golf Outing is here and it is time to 
hit the links. August 30th is right around the corner.  
 

Get you team signed up and enjoy a fantastic day of golf, networking and just some plain old fun. Pro-
vided to you by Colony Brands, Inc. and TDS Telecom at the Beautiful Monroe Country Club. 
 

 12:00 Your Day will begin with a great box lunch  
 1:05 A chance at a $1,000,000.00 hole-in-one to kick off the shotgun start  
 5:30 Cash bar cocktail hour  
 6:30 Dinner, awards, live and silent auction to round out the day’s schedule 

 

So polish up the clubs and remember the best lie is always at the 19th hole,  So even if you are not a 
golf enthusiast, join us for the social hour and dinner.  There is room for plenty but don’t wait until later.  
We do have limited availability. We have a few new things in the works, and can’t wait to share the day 
with you. If you don’t have a good time, it’s not for lack of effort! Go to monroechamber.org, select news 
and events and down load your registration form today. We would love you to share the day with Us!  

Owner Peter Raskovic 

 SELF STORAGE IN GREEN COUNTY  
 OPEN AND RENTING UNITS!  
 ADA HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE UNITS  
 24-HOUR VIDEO MONITORING 

  
 

The Bargain Spot  
Owners Michele and Rod Hesgard  
 127 6th St Monroe, WI.  
 grocery and general merchandise at lower than retail prices 

 including health and beauty aids, 
 paper goods  Stop in, save $$, and spot the best bargains around!  



Page 8 

August 10 at 5:15 pm. 

                  Studio 906 can update 
 your look! Book your 
 appointment now. 

 

Enjoy the pampering of Studio 906. 
Give a Studio 906 gift certificate 

for a pedicure, facial, hair care or 
massage. 

Check out our website at 
www.Studio906.com 

For an appointment call 
608.328.4292 


